
Membership is free and open to 
any U.S. citizen and to U.K. 
federal or contractor person-
nel affiliated with the Atomic 
Weapons Establishment or U.K.  

Ministry of Defense.  The form 
is on our web site, 
www.sandia.gov/BHSC.  

   Finally, I’d like to take a mo-
ment to thank our two Vice 
Chairs, Tom Ford (Y-12) and  

David Weitzman (DOE-HQ) for 
their service to the BHSC.  Tom 
has been a Vice Chair for six 
years and not eligible for re-
election.  David has served for 
three years.  It certainly helps 
the Chair to have capable and 
experienced folk in the Vice 
Chair roles, and I thank them 
for their support to the BHSC 
and to me. 

   Looking forward to seeing 
many of you soon! 
(The views expressed in the Chair-
man’s Corner are those of the 
chairman and are not necessarily 
official positions of the BHSC.) 

Chairman’s Corner 

BY MIKE BRISSON 

Chairman, BHSC 

   Spring is in the air, and with 
it our spring BHSC meeting 
hosted by Savannah River Site.  
At the time of this writing, 
about 30 are expected to at-
tend the meeting in person.  We 
are seeing an increase in the 
number of remote participants, 
and three of our presenters 
will be doing so remotely.  For 
the first time, we will be trying 
out, in addition to remote ac-
cess by telephone, having the 
presentations visible via a web 
meeting format in real time.  
This feature is available cour-
tesy of DOE’s Office of Worker 
Safety and Health Policy and 
the Oak Ridge Institute for 
Science and Education (ORISE), 
and we appreciate their assis-
tance.  If the feature works 
well, we will plan to use it for 
future BHSC meetings.  If you 
plan to participate in the April 
meeting, either in person or 
remotely, it’s important to 
register so that you will get the 
information you need (the web 

link for remote participants 
and/or directions to the build-
ing where we will meet).  Regis-
tration is simply sending me an 
email indicating you plan to 
attend in person or remotely. 

   My predecessor as BHSC 
chair, Kathy Creek, began a few 
years back to lead an effort to 
improve the formality of BHSC 
operations.  This included es-
tablishment of our BHSC Board 
and our charter.   

   The next step is establishing 
a set of by-laws.  

The Board has been working on 
this for several months, and 
now has a draft ready to pre-
sent to the membership.  It is 
being posted on the Sharepoint 
page for BHSC members and is 
on the agenda for a vote at the 
April meeting.  

   Speaking of membership, we 
have a number of recent new 
members (see Board Report).  
If you are not a member, you 
will not be able to vote in our 
elections or on  the by-laws.   

Special points of interest: 

> Review/Approve By-Laws 

> Election of two Vice Chairs  

> Tom Ford ends 6 year s 
service as  Vice Chair 

> Increase in membership  
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Thursday, April 2 

(full BHSC 2nd day) 

0800-0830    Registration, 

          Bldg. 766-H, Rm. 1026 

0830-1000  Roundtable # 2:  

Air sampling in light of ACGIH TLV  

◊  Field Perspective  

    Tom Ford, Y-12 

◊  Experience with Positive Air  

    Samples  

    Paul Wambach, DOE-HQ 

◊  NNSA Perspective 

    Don Harvey, NNSA 

◊  Analytical Issues 

    Tom Oatts  

1000-1015   BREAK 

1015-1115 *Abstract presentations  

◊  BeO round robin   (1015-1030) 

    Tom Oatts, Y-12  

◊  Risk Communication Challenges 

    with the BeLPT  (1030-1045) 

    Deanna Harkins (remotely) 

◊  Be registry trends  (1045-1100) 

    Paul Wambach  

◊  Radioactive beryllium samples 

    from across DOE  (1100-1115) 

    Maureen Bernard and  

    Linda Youmans-McDonald, SRS 

1115-1145  Research Needs Survey 

 ◊  Mike McCawley 

1145-1230     LUNCH   

        Bldg. 766-H Food Court 

1230-1300  Brief Updates      

◊  10 CFR 850 Revisions 

     David Weitzman 

◊  OSHA Rulemaking  

    TBD 

Thursday, April 2 

(cont.) 

◊  AIHA Update 

    Mike Briisson 

1300-1340   Subcommittee Rpts. 

◊  Risk Communication 

◊  Research Needs 

◊  Technical Standards / 

    Practices / Measures 

◊  Medical/Epidemiological 

◊  Symposium 

◊  Sampling and Analysis 

1340-1400  Reports 

◊  Board 

◊  BHSC Operations 

◊  Membership (etc.) 

1400-1430   Business Meeting 

◊  Review/Approval of By-Laws 

◊  Election of new Vice Chairs (2) 

1430-1445  Wrap-up 

1445    Meeting closes  

 ◊  For non-participants in LabTour 

1430-1645     Lab Tours                       
◊  IH laboratories (radiological 

    and non-radiological) 

1445-1530  Bldg. 735B IH Labs 

1530-1630  Bldg. 772-F IH Labs 

1630-1645  Bldg 766-H Meeting 

1645  MEETING CLOSES 

Wednesday, April 1 

(full BHSC 1st day) 

0800-0830    Registration 

           Bldg. 766-H, Rm. 1026 

0830-0900    * Welcoming Remarks   

◊  Dr. Samit Battacharyya, Director, 

    Savannah River National Laboratory 

◊  Mr. Tony Umek, Vice President for 

    ESH&Q, Savannah River Nuclear 

    Solutions 

0900-0945  Studies on inhalation in 
slow-moving air (remote presentation)  

◊  *Darrah Sleeth, University of  

     Michigan, (Ph.D. candidate)  
0945-1015  NNSA Supplemental Guid-
ance on Beryllium Surface Contamina-
tion in Areas Outside of Beryllium Op-
erational Areas 

◊  *Don Harvey, NNSA 

1015-1030   BREAK 

1030-1200  *Roundtable # 1:   

Real-World Perspectives on CBD            

◊  CBD Workers Perspective 

    Bob Immele, PNNL 

◊  Epidemiological Perspective     

    Lisa Barker, National Jewish 

    Health  

◊  Policymakers Perspective 

    David Weitzman, DOE-HQ 

1200-1300       LUNCH  

          Bldg. 766-H Food Court 

1300-1345   Review of Los Alamos TA-41 
Beryllium Incident  
◊  Gary Whitney, LANL  

(remote presentation)                    

1345-1415   *White Papers 

1415-1630   Subcommittee Breakouts   

Bldg. 766-H Rms. 1026, 1020, 1021, 1024, 
1040 

Tuesday, March 31 

0730-0800   Meet at badge office 

                       Point of Entry briefing      
If needed 

0830-1130    BHSC Board Meeting 

                     Bldg. 766-H, Rm. 1002  

(Board members only, please) 

1300-1600    US/UK Joint Working   

                     Group (J OWOG) 30-1-1, 

                     Bldg. 766-H Rm. 1002        

Meeting open to  

DOE, DoD, AWE (govt. and contractor) 
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NOTES 

◊  All times are local (Eastern  

    Daylight or GMT-5) 

◊  ABIH Points have been requested.   

    Sign-in sheets will be provided at    

    the meeting. 

◊  Telephone conferencing is available  

    March 31   BHSC Board meeting 

                     (board members only)   

                      Not for JOWOG meeting                         

    April 1-2    BHSC meetings 

 ◊  To participate remotely by phone:  

    +1-803-725-1403,  code 2227011 

◊  Arrangements for remote viewing 

    of presentations have been made; 

    the web link will be provided to 

    those who have registered to    

    participate remotely.  

◊  Presentations available for viewing 

    are marked by an asterisk  (*). 

BSHC Spring Meeting:  Final Agenda  US DOE Savannah River Site, Aiken, SC 

 

 

Wednesday, April 1 

(full BHSC 1st day) 

0730-0800   Meet at badge office 

                       Point of Entry briefing      
If needed 



MIKE BRISSON 

Chairman, BHSC 

The Board continues to meet 
by conference call once a 
month.  The March call made 
successful use of a web link 
to view documents on line; 
this feature will be used at 
the next BHSC meeting. 

At the March call, the Board 
finalized the draft by-laws 
for presentation to the 
BHSC membership at the 
April meeting. 

 Locations for the Fall 2010 and Spring 2011 
meetings are now being solicited.  

 

Fall meetings are typically in the western U.S  

Spring meetings are typically in the eastern U.S. 
(or at AWE).  

 

Locations typically need to be at a DOE, DoD, or 
AWE site. 

 

 

Spring 2009:  Savannah River Site, Aiken, SC 

Mar 31:  Board and JOWOG 

Apr 1-2:  Main BHSC meeting 

Fall 2009:   DOE North Las Vegas  complex 

Nov 3:  Board and JOWOG 

Nov 4-5:  Main BHSC Meeting 

Spring 2010: U. K. Atomic Weapons Establishment 
  Aldermaston, Reading, U.K.  

                   Apr 13-15:   Tentative dates                                                    
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BHSC Meetings:  Spring 2009 – Spring 2010 

Conference Call  Schedule—April    (A l l  t im es  Ea stern  Day l ig h t  T im e )  

BHSC Board Report 

 

Conference Call 
Number 

803-725-1403 

Pass code      2227011  

Date Day Start End Lines Group or Purpose 

04/08/09 Wed 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 10 Med/Epi SC 

04/09/09 Thu 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 10 Risk Communication SC 

04/09/09 Thu 3:00 PM 4:00 PM 10 Research Needs SC 

04/14/09 Tue 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 25 Sampling/Analysis SC 

04/15/09 Wed 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 15 BHSC Board 

04/16/09 Thu 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 10 Accreditation WG 

04/21/09 Tue 12:00 PM 1;00 PM 15 BeO/Digestion WG 

04/21/09 Tue 3:00 PM 4:00 PM 10 Meetings/Symposia SC 

04/28/09 Tue 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 10 Sampling WG 

      BHSC BOARD MEMBERS 

Mike Brisson, Chairman                     
Tom Ford, Vice Chair               
David Weitzman, Vice Chair    
Steven Jahn,  Secretary            
Amy Ekechukwu                       
Tony Quinn                               
Geoffrey Braybrooke                 
Mike McCawley                          
John Bishop                          

If you would be interested in 
hosting a meeting, please  

contact  Mike Brisson. 

 

Since the February Board call, 
the BHSC has increased from 
63 to 77 official members.  

Subcommittee chairs are being 
encouraged to make sure their 
distribution lists are current, 
and include everyone who indi-
cated interest in their subcom-
mittees when registering as 
members. 
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BERYLLIUM HEALTH & SAFETY 
COMMITTEE  

Jim  Jenkins 
BHSC NEWS, Editor 

Industrial Hygiene 
B&W Y-12 National Security Complex 
Phone: 865-576-7180 
Fax: 865-576-2213 
E-mail: jenkinsjljr@y12.doe.gov 

The Beryllium Health and Safety Committee (BHSC) is 
committed to preventing beryllium sensitization and chronic 
Beryllium Disease (CBD) and other adverse health effects 
that can be cased by workplace exposure to beryllium. 

The Mission of the BHSC will be accomplished by: 

• Promoting the safe use of beryllium 
• Obtaining a better understanding of exposure risks 
• Improving exposure monitoring 
• Fostering improved controls 
• Accumulating and Disseminating information concerning 

beryllium process best work practices, as well as, data 
from the health studies concerning the hazards associ-
ated with beryllium 

• Training / mentoring of beryllium health professionals 
• Identifying and promoting research that has the poten-

tial to enhance or improve our worker safety programs 

BY  Steve Jahn 
Chairperson,   Risk Communication Subcommittee 

Formerly called the Chronic Beryllium Disease Prevention subcommittee, this subcommittee is 
exploring best practices in the education of personnel engaged in work activities with beryllium 
bearing materials. Since the primary manufacturer of beryllium indicates up to 8000 down-
stream fabricators and consumer organizations, there is a wide range of operational environ-
ments where personnel are potentially exposed.  Beryllium sensitization and Chronic Beryllium 
Disease (CBD) continue to be identified in the worker community, and the mechanism of disease 
remains unclear. Therefore, communication of all available information to the worker/
supervisor, manager, and health care provider are important to impress upon all the need for 
prudent avoidance of exposures.  

This subcommittee has drafted a charter, proposed a preliminary list of actions, and has a con-
ference call scheduled monthly to status progress against those actions. Current plans 
are to assemble best practices information from all participants and create a "white paper" on 
the findings. 

Subcommittee Report 
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