
Chairman’s Corner 

BY MIKE BRISSON 
Chairman, BHSC 

I want to give you an update on the 
plans for the fall BHSC meeting at 
the NNSA North Las Vegas (NV) 
office complex on November 4-5.  
Tom Gran and Paula Lynch of Nevada 
Test Site are helping with the ar-
rangements, along with our revital-
ized Meetings and Symposia Sub-
committee under the leadership of 
Linda Youmans-McDonald.  Our 
technical program will include two 
roundtables.  The first involves the 
recent BeO round robin completed 
by Tom Oatts and the SAS BeO/
Digestion Working Group, and impli-
cations from that study.  The second 
roundtable, of particular interest to 
the medical and epidemiological 
community, will be on the BeLPT.  We 
plan to have a presentation on laser 
induced breakdown spectroscopy 

(LIBS) for beryllium, based on work 
performed at Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory, and a follow-up 
on the Los Alamos TA-41 incident.  
We are also soliciting additional 
presentations in the Call for Papers 
that is included in this newsletter. 

   We are working on locations and 
times for the two meetings in 2010.  
The spring meeting will most likely 
be in the Washington, DC, area, and 
the fall meeting in the western U.S. 
as usual.  More details on both 
meetings should be forthcoming 
soon. 

   I would also like to give an update 
concerning the US-UK Joint Working 
Group (JOWOG) 30-1-1 on Beryllium 
Facilities Safety, which normally 
meets with the BHSC.  This group 
will meet on the afternoon of No-
vember 3 in North Las Vegas, and 
the meeting will be classified (Q 
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clearance required).  For spring 2010, 
the JOWOG is planning a separate 
meeting at AWE Aldermaston in the UK.  
We had originally considered having the 
BHSC meeting there as well, but de-
cided that it would be better to keep the 
BHSC meeting in the US.  The spring 
JOWOG meeting will also be classified. 

   Finally, all of you know that quite a bit 
is going on in the BHSC, and that is 
getting noticed by more people all the 
time.  That will only grow when the 
December issue of Journal of Occupa-
tional and Environmental Hygiene 
comes out with 13 articles from our 
Albuquerque symposium.  Thanks to all 
of you for all you are doing! 

 

(The views expressed in the Chairman’s 
Corner are those of the chairman and 
are not necessarily official positions of 
the BHSC.) 

SPOTLIGHT:  Meetings and Symposia Subcommittee  

 As you may have read in our 
newsletter, Linda Youmans-
McDonald, Savannah River Site, is 
the new chairperson of the Meet-
ings and Symposia Subcommittee. 

   Mike Brisson, BHSC chair, has 
personally done much of the orga-
nizing work for the two regular 
BHSC meetings each year.    

   During his tenure the technical 
aspects of our meetings have 
strengthened and subcommittee 
breakouts and other "normal" 

activities have been value added. 
This effort is being turned over to 
Linda and her subcommittee. 

   The Meetings and Symposia 
Subcommittee along with Mike will 
also work on setting dates and 
locations for the meetings, logis-
tics such as webcasting (like we 
did for this year's spring meeting), 
and add new features such as on-
line registration.  In effect, the 
subcommittee will organize our 
regular meetings much like any 

other organizing committee for 
conferences or symposia.  
   Those interested in this subcom-
mittee are invited to participate in 
the monthly conference calls.   
Regular conference calls are on 
the third Tuesday of each month at        
3 p. m. Eastern time, 

 
Phone (803-725-1403)  

Pass code (2227011). 
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Who discovered beryllium? 

Beryllium was discovered in 1798 as the oxide beryllia by L. N. Vauquelin, a French chemist. Vauquelin analyzed 
beryl and emerald at the urging of R. J. Haüy, a French mineralogist, who had noted that their optical properties 
were identical. Beryllium was first isolated in 1828 independently by F. Wöhler in Germany and W. Bussy in 
France by fusing beryllium chloride with metallic potassium. 

 SPRING 2010 

Planned topical areas include Engineering Con-
trols, Occupational (Industrial) Hygiene, Chemical 
Analysis, and Medical Topics.   Part-day visits 
have been tentatively planned to the beryllium 
facility, chemistry labs, and Medical Centre. 
JOWOG meetings are usually at the same location and time as 
the BHSC meeting.     

 

Fall 2009:  DOE North Las Vegas  complex 

Nov 3:  JOWOG 30-1-1 

             Q Clearance or UK equivalent Required                                                                                

 

Spring 2010: U. K. Atomic Weapons Establishment 
  Aldermaston, Reading, U.K.                  

                   June 22-24:   JOWOG 30-1-1                                                 
.                      Q Clearance or UK equivalent Required                                                                             

US-UK Joint Working Group (JOWOG) Meetings:  Fall  2009 – Spring 2010 

Locations for the Fall 2010 and Spring 2011 meetings are now 
being solicited.  

Fall meetings are typically in the western U.S  

Spring meetings are typically in the eastern U.S. (or at AWE).  

Locations typically need to be at a DOE, DoD, or AWE site. 

  

  

Fall 2009:  DOE North Las Vegas  complex 

Nov 3:  Board and JOWOG 

Nov 4-5:  Main BHSC Meeting 

 

Spring 2010: “Tentative” 

                             Department of Energy                                 .                  
Washington, DC.  

                    Dates:  TBA                                   

BHSC Meetings:  Fall  2009 – Spring 2010 

INOTE:  f you would be interested in hosting a meeting, please contact Mike Brisson. 

The name beryllium comes from the Greek beryllos, beryl. At one time beryllium was referred to as glucinium 
(from Greek glykys, sweet), due to the sweet taste of its salts. 

  Where did the name beryllium originate? 

Melting Point: 1278.0 °C  

                       551.15 K         
                       2332.4 °F  

Boiling Point: 2970.0 °C  

                      3243.15 K         
                      5378.0 °F  

Number of Protons/Electrons: 4  
Number of Neutrons: 5  
Classification: Alkaline Earth  
Crystal Structure: Hexagonal  
Density @ 293 K: 1.8477 g/cm3  
Color: Gray                                    

Block S                                            

Group 2,  

Period 2 element.  

Electronic configuration:  [He] 2s2.  

Atom radius:  111.3.pm and 

Van der Waals radius:  200.pm. 

Symbol: Be                               

Atomic Number: 4      

Atomic Mass: 9.012182  

FALL 2009 

The focus area for this meeting will be 
decontamination/D&D topics.  Thus far, 
presentations by Y-12 and AWE are planned    

Detailed planning for the Spring 2010 meet-
ing will also be discussed.  
Additional presentations from other NNSA sites are 
solicited. If interested, please let Mike Brisson know so 
you can be included on the agenda.  

NOTE:  Participation is limited to members of the Beryllium Health and Safety Committee (BHSC) at NNSA sites and at HQ. 



 

MIKE BRISSON 

Chairman, BHSC 
   The Board met by teleconference 
on July 15.  The following is a sum-
mary of key items discussed by the 
Board. 

 A policy for the use of 
leftover funds from the Albuquer-
que symposium was approved by 
the Board.  Any use of the funds 
will require Board approval.  Uses 
approved under the policy include 
posting deposits for future sympo-
sia; defraying incidental costs for 
BHSC meetings such as coffee and 
pastries; and on a case-by-case 
basis, paying for travel for invited 
speakers who normally would not 
attend a BHSC meeting.  The funds 
are currently being held for the 
BHSC by National Jewish Health.  
Since the BHSC will not hold funds 
on its own or disburse funds di-
rectly, the BHSC will not elect a 
treasurer. 

 The Board discussed a 
proposal, developed by Mike Bris-
son at the request of Savannah 
River Site ES&H management, for a 
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Conference Call 
Number 

803-725-1403 

Pass code      2227011  

      BHSC BOARD MEMBERS 

Mike Brisson, Chairman                     
Geoffrey Braybrooke, Vice 
Chair                

David Weitzman, Vice Chair    
Dan Field,  Secretary            
Amy Ekechukwu                       
Tony Quinn                               
Mike McCawley                          
John Bishop                      
Tom Ford                        
Linda Youmans-McDonald  

Steve Jahn                       

“sister” group to the BHSC within 
EFCOG (Energy Facilities Contractor 
Operating Group, www.efcog.org).  If 
this group is formed, the intent is for 
it to coordinate its meetings and 
activities with the BHSC.  The EFCOG 
group would address issues that are 
specific to DOE sites.  There are 
some logistics and organizational 
issues to be resolved, and more 
information will be provided when it 
is available. 

 The Board discussed the 
requirement for a Social Security 
number on the membership applica-
tion form.  This requirement is for 
access to the protected BHSC 
Sharepoint area on Sandia’s collabo-
ration site; the SSN is not needed by 
the BHSC itself.  We have asked for 
the form to be modified so that the 
SSN is not required for membership, 
but it will remain a requirement for 
Sharepoint access. 

 The Board call for Au-
gust will not be held at the usual 
time due to a schedule conflict; it will 
be scheduled at a later date. 
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Date Day Start End Lines Group or Purpose 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

08/06/09 Thu 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 10 Be by Fluorescence WG 
08/11/09 Tue 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 25 Sampling/Analysis SC 
08/12/09 Wed 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 10 Med/Epi SC 
08/13/09 Thu 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 10 Risk Communication SC 
08/13/09 Thu 3:00 PM 4:00 PM 10 Research Needs SC 
08/18/09 Tue 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 15 BeO/Digestion WG 
08/18/09 Tue 3:00 PM 4:00 PM 10 Meetings/Symposia SC 
08/26/09 Wed 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 15 BHSC Board 
08/19/09 Wed 3:00 PM 4:00 PM 10 Tech Standards SC 
08/20/09 Thu 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 10 Accreditation WG 
08/25/09 Tue 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 10 Sampling WG 

http://www.efcog.org/�


BERYLLIUM HEALTH & SAFETY 
COMMITTEE  

Jim  Jenkins 
BHSC NEWS, Editor 

Industrial Hygiene 
B&W Y-12 National Security Complex 
Phone: 865-576-7180 
Fax: 865-576-2213 
E-mail: jenkinsjljr@y12.doe.gov 

The Beryllium Health and Safety Committee (BHSC) is 
committed to preventing beryllium sensitization and chronic 
Beryllium Disease (CBD) and other adverse health effects 
that can be cased by workplace exposure to beryllium. 

The Mission of the BHSC will be accomplished by: 

• Promoting the safe use of beryllium 
• Obtaining a better understanding of exposure risks 
• Improving exposure monitoring 
• Fostering improved controls 
• Accumulating and Disseminating information concerning 

beryllium process best work practices, as well as, data 
from the health studies concerning the hazards associ-
ated with beryllium 

• Training / mentoring of beryllium health professionals 
• Identifying and promoting research that has the poten-

tial to enhance or improve our worker safety programs 

BY   Linda Youmans-McDonald  
 Chairman 

                                                                            Meetings and Symposia Subcommittee  
CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS  

BHSC Fall 2009 Meeting 

 The Beryllium Health and Safety Committee (BHSC), as a part of its technical program, is soliciting abstracts for 
20-minute oral presentations on topics related to any of the following aspects of beryllium health and safety: 

• Chronic Beryllium Disease (CBD) prevention (e.g., engineering controls, safe work practices) 
• Communication of risk to beryllium affected workers, management, and the general public 
• Training of field industrial hygienists and beryllium affected workers 
• Epidemiological studies 
• Medical, genetics, or toxicological topics 
• Technical standards, practices, and measures 
• Research needs and priorities 
• Workplace or environmental sampling (including media, methods, and strategies) 
• Reference materials 
• Laboratory sample preparation 
• Laboratory instrumentation 
• Standardization and validation of analytical methods Field and laboratory accreditation 
Abstracts are due on September 15, 2009.  Submit abstracts to Linda Youmans-McDonald, Chair of the Meetings 
and Symposia Subcommittee, at linda.youmans-mcdonald@srs.gov.  Submitters will be notified by October 1, 2009, 
as to their acceptance status and, if accepted, the scheduled time for presentation.  

Subcommittee Report 

mailto:linda.youmans-mcdonald@srs.gov�
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